
MINUTES OF CITY OF AUBURN PLANNING BOARD 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2024 6:30 PM 

MEMORIAL CITY HALL 
AUBURN, NY 

 
Present:  Crystal Cosentino, Chairperson 
 Andy Tehan, Acting Chairperson 
 Theresa Walsh 
 Amy Sargent 
  
Staff:  Stephen Selvek, Deputy Director of Planning and Development 
 Jennifer Haines, Director, OPED 
 Tim Brennan, Corporation Counsel 
 Ashley Teukcke, Planner 

Agenda Items: 

1. Approval of the December 5, 2023 Planning Board Meeting Minutes – Board Action: 
Approved 

2. Site Plan Review to construct a 1,324± SF Take Five Oil Change building, parking for 6 
vehicles, landscaping, site lighting, and stormwater management at 232 Grant Avenue. 
Applicant: Quattro Development. LLC. – Board Action: Approved 

3.  Public Hearing on project to demolish the existing structures and construct a 3-story, 7,560± 
SF building for a temporary shelter for the unhoused population including 80 shelter beds and 9 
studio apartments, together with parking for 14 vehicles, landscaping, site lighting, and 
stormwater management at 290-292 Grant Avenue. Applicant: Housing Visions - Board Action: 
Tabled  

Meeting Call to order: 6:30p 

Agenda Item 1: Approval of the December 5, 2023 Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

Motion to approve minutes by: Theresa and Second by: Andy 

All in Favor, None Opposed, Motion Carried 

Agenda Item 2: Site Plan Review to construct a 1,324± SF Take Five Oil Change building, 
parking for 6 vehicles, landscaping, site lighting, and stormwater management at 232 
Grant Avenue. Applicant: Quattro Development. LLC. 

Staff reviewed plans and SEQR. NYS DOT standard is for sidewalks to continue through 
driveway access. Review EAF, water course shown on map is actually south of where it is shown 
on map, does not impact property.  



 

A motion to adopt the SEQRA resolution issuing a Negative Declaration was made by: 
Andy and Second by: Theresa 

All in Favor, None Opposed, Motion Carried 

A motion to adopt the resolution approving the site plan with modification was made by: 
Theresa and Second by: Andy 

All in Favor, None Opposed, Motion Carried 

Agenda Item 3: Public Hearing on project to demolish the existing structures and construct 
a 3-story, 7,560± SF building for a temporary shelter for the unhoused population 
including 80 shelter beds and 9 studio apartments, together with parking for 14 vehicles, 
landscaping, site lighting, and stormwater management at 290-292 Grant Avenue. 
Applicant: Housing Visions. 

Chairperson Crystal Cosentino recuses herself because she works for the applicant that would 
operate the shelter at 290/292 Grant.  
 
Andy Tehan assumes Chairperson roll.  

Chairperson opens Public Hearing.  

Karen Walter,  
Asks if there are conflicts by other sitting board members. 

Tim Brennan states there are no conflicts of interest that he has been made aware of.  

Karen Walter,  
Asks will there be a second public hearing after the Long Form SEQR has been submitted? Is it 
anticipated that this project will receive money from city of Auburn by grants, CDBG? Chapel 
house should sell to a commercial business to be consistent to area.  

David Steigerwald, 452 N. Seward Ave.  
Housing shortages, cost of construction, subsidized housing. How many projects can the tax 
payers afford? Has 2 abandon homeless encampments on his property. Thinks it’s a bad idea. 
 
Tony Ventura, 22 Hickory Street 
Project is being rushed. Because it meets the zoning requirement doesn’t make it right. It won’t 
help the neighborhood or the community. It will help the developer.  Too small of an area. Slow 
down to find a place to build. More homeless than the center can house. Go to ZBA and get 
something changed. 



Matt Fraher, 3 Bowen Street -  
100 people on 6/10 of an acre. 122 Dickerson, 2,443 calls for emergency services. Nowhere for 
people to go, they’ll be on the sidewalks and roadways. The parcel of land is too small, road too 
busy.  

Kristy Ventura, 22 Hickory Street – Concerned with security of homeless people walking around 
because of shelter curfew.   

Lee Shellhammer, 15 Seneca Pkwy  - Small area for 80 -90 people. Busiest spot in the city. 
Homeless people will go back and forth to Walmart. 40 folding chairs in the parking lot when its 
nice outside. Where will the people be? Wondering around on Grant ave?  

Theresa Mason, 31 Hickory Street -  
Nice days everyone is going to be outside. Is there room for a playset outside? There isn’t room 
for them to walk to a playground. Is there something inside for them to do during the winter 
months?  

Elaine Harter, 5 Bowen Street – There should be an agreement that the county come up with a 
couple hundred thousand a year to go to the city for the wear and tear on our emergency vehicles 
and our police and our fire department. County, Towns and Villages will say it ain’t us. Can’t 
become the homeless capital of the finger lakes region with out some support from the county.   

Tony Ventura, 22 Hickory Street 
Why does no one want this in their back yard. Because there haven’t been any success stories.  

Tim Lattimore, 63 South St. – Best use for land Grant Ave. City of Auburn’s finances are in 
critical position. Auburn has plenty of Senior citizen housing. City of Auburn doesn’t need any 
more non-profits. More renters than home owners.  Sennet has no town tax and Auburn should 
aspire to that. Hopes the city will find another location. Find a secure location where eservices 
are available 

Karen Walter, 
No other sites were considered and that’s arrogant and irresponsible. This is a Cayuga County 
problem. Why is this Auburns problem? 

Mark Kubarek, 7246 State St. Rd.  
Planning board is charged with public safety and best use for a piece of property. That is the 
most valuable real estate in the city of Auburn. County Department of Corrections houses people 
at Delaj’s Motor where there has been 3 motor vehicle/pedestrian accidents, 2 fatal. Where are 
emergency services going to stack? Trying to put something on a postage stamp. Don’t take 
valuable property off the tax rolls.  

 



8 letters submitted for written comment and read into record by Jennifer Haines. (*letters listed 
at the end of Minutes.) Letters submitted by: 
Kristy Ventura 
Anthony Ventura 
Tom Hansen 
Barbara Irish Smith 
Sandra Weiman 
Jane & Craig Westlake 
Mike O’Neil, MCC, LLC 
Carl Schmidt, Hancock Estabrook  

Chairman closes public hearing. 

Staff asks board to table the application until the February 6th meeting, dependent upon the 
applicant submitting the SEQR forms and responses to the comments received from the public. 

A motion to table the application until the next board meeting made by: Theresa. Second 
by Amy. 

All in Favor, None Opposed, Motion Carried 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by: Theresa and Second by: Amy 

All in Favor, None Opposed, Motion Carried 

The next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for February 6, 2024 at 6:30p.  

Meeting adjourned 7:44pm     Minutes prepared by: A. Teucke 
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