CITY OF AUBURN

EXAMINING BOARD OF PLUMBERS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2010 AT 5:00 P.M.

Members Present:

Mr. Orman, Mr. Bianco, Mr. Gallinger, Mr. Siracusa, and Mr. Castiglione

Staff Not Present:

Mr. Hicks

Mr. Siracusa:

Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 5, 2010.  Everyone received their minutes any changes? None. Minutes are approved.  

One thing that came with the agenda and minutes is a memo and I presume this is for you Carl that you are eligible now to go out and inspect jobs.

Mr. Castiglione:

Yes.

Mr. Bianco:


What jobs?

Mr. Castiglione:

Sewer and water services.

Mr. Bianco:


After hours?

Mr. Castiglione:

Yes.

Mr. Siracusa:

This is from us?

Mr. Castiglione:

From us to the contractors.

Mr. Siracusa:

This satisfies you as to what is going on?

Mr. Orman:


You get called out you go and do an inspection and are on the City payroll?

Mr. Castiglione:

Right.

Mr. Siracusa:

That takes care of the letter writing and everything else I guess.  

Mr. Orman:


After all that penmanship!  (Everyone laughs).

Mr. Siracusa:

Do you want to go to accepting applications for the exam?

Mr. Castiglione:

Yes.

Mr. Siracusa:

We have one.  Tim Siracusa.  Is this the only one we have Carl?

Mr. Castiglione:

As far as I know.

Mr. Siracusa:

We will go into Executive Session and take care of this now.  (Come back into Chambers).  The application has been accepted.  Carl, when is the test going to be?

Mr. Castiglione:

I will get the schedule.

Mr. Siracusa:

He has to leave.

Mr. Castiglione:

I will fax it over to you tomorrow.  

Mr. T. Siracusa:

Thank you all.

Mr. Castiglione:

The written test is the 12th of October and if he passes the written test and then the practical is October 19th, 2010.

Mr. Bianco:


How old was Timmy when he started 18, what is the minimum age?

Mr. Siracusa:

18 is the minimum age.  He went to college for 2 years and then he started with the Union.

Mr. Bianco:


When you are family I think it is in your blood.

Mr. Orman:


It might now be a good thing.

Mr. Siracusa:

Tony is looking at he has another couple years to go before he can retire.

Mr. Siracusa:

He is retired now Tim is doing all the work!

Mr. Bianco:


VP is coming into town taking over the Rood Utilities building.

Mr. Gallinger:

Good for us.

Mr. Bianco:


Good for a lot of guys.  Keep Northrup on their toes.  

Mr. Castiglione:

Rood is out then, getting out of business?

Mr. Orman:


Has been sold they have been trying to get out for a while.  

Mr. Castiglione:

I didn’t know about that.  

Mr. Siracusa:

The letter writing is over with right; we don’t have to do anything.

Mr. Orman:


The letter that we were going to write to send to the contractors to have sign and send to the Mayor that is not needed any more.  But I still think we should put something together and send it to all the licensed plumbers and drain layers

Mr. Castiglione:

About taking out the permits

Mr. Orman:


To make sure they are more diligent for the permitting

Mr. Bianco:


We need to enforce that.

Mr. Castiglione:

I have contractors and they are as good as gold.  We get a bathroom I get their file and ask if they got a permit then they say they will come down and get one.  Ok.

Mr. Bianco:


We have to tighten that up.

Mr. Castiglione:

There must be good 8 of them, not all the time.

Mr. Bianco:


We should talk to Codes to work out the permits on the plumbing if there is a way to do that, have you ever mentioned that to them?

Mr. Castiglione:

Brian is on vacation this week.

Mr. Orman:


We need to streamline the process some how.

Mr. Bianco:


Produce a lot more permits.

Mr. Castiglione:

If it were ok to mail it in with your check, what you are going to have to do is get that form and make copies, just fill it out, prices are right there make out the check, check off 1 toilet, 1 lave, 1 kitchen sink, replace a sanitary sewer, repair things like that, put it in an envelope and send it in.  I think that would streamline a lot of it. 

Mr. Orman:


What was the concern you had Frank?

Mr. Siracusa:

Something in the minutes about a guy coming in and putting in a floor and moving the toilet and put a seal down.  The ones who have maintenance people and apartment houses and stuff like that they are going to do it themselves they are not going to come and get a permit and say they have to do this or that.  That is the only problem you are going to have a lot of that happening a lot of people don’t bother with that because a binge thing.

Mr. Bianco:


Something that is not on the form.

Mr. Siracusa:

That is one of the examples given in here basically in the minutes.  There is nothing that you can do about it I am just bringing that out because there is still going to be a lot of people doing that.

Mr. Orman:


Regardless we are still going to have that going on people are still going to be doing the small repair works without getting permits for it.  But I think if we just kind of presented with a letter explaining to them we think that everyone has to try harder to get the permits.  I think the water heater replacements see more permits for them because I no that is not happening.

Mr. Castiglione:

That should be happening, you put a bullcock in

Mr. Orman:


The bathroom remodel there is so much stuff going on in the City that is not being reported, not being inspected, we are losing the permit fee, the City is losing on the sales tax revenue that they would have from legitimate contractors.  It is happening and I think it is getting worse every day.

Mr. Siracusa:

That too, the other item, who is doing the plumbing down the Fire Department?

Mr. Castiglione:

No body yet, I am on top of that one.

Mr. Orman:


How far along are they on the job?

Mr. Castiglione:

They demo as far as I know, I have seen the Chief 3 different times

Mr. Bianco:


Who is doing it Massa?

Mr. Castiglione:

Massa is the General Contractor it is a turn key operation he is the General Contractor he hires the electricians, the plumbers and I told the Fire Chief to keep an eye on that job because it is going to look awful if the City has a non-licensed plumber doing work on City property.  I told him to keep an eye on that Massa I have dealt with him before.  He said he will watch I already told him he has to get a licensed plumber in the City.  So I gave the Chief a sheet with all the licensed plumbers to give to him so there is no excuse, has the sheet, pick a name on the sheet.

Mr. Bianco:


Hasn’t gotten the plumber yet.

Mr. Castiglione:

He is probably holding back holding back.  Who is the contractor on the Dollar Store do you know his name?

Mr. Bianco:


Eagles Builders Maurice they went back and forth with contractors for the longest time, one guy said he had it and then he didn’t it went on forever, we have given up.

Mr. Castiglione:

I went up there when they demolished and the located the original sewer.  The guy put a plug in he did a good job put a 2 x 4 painted it orange so when they put store in there they don’t have to go out to the street.  I asked him if he was doing the General Contractor work here and he said no.  

Mr. Bianco:


Was his name Angelo?

Mr. Castiglione:

Yes he said he just does the excavation.  I don’t know who the GC is on that job.

Mr. Bianco:


Eagle Builders their name is on the board down there.  There is a phone number on the board.

Mr. Castiglione:

Which board?

Mr. Bianco:


The site board.  They started staking it today.

Mr. Castiglione:

I see that I went by there today.

Mr. Siracusa:

Are you thinking a letter to all the contractors/

Mr. Orman:


That is what I was thinking if we could put a letter together and send it to the licensed plumbing contractors and the licensed drain layers explaining to them that we all need to be more diligent in getting the permits that we are suppose to be getting and that we are in the process of trying to streamline the permitting process and the fact that the reason that we are sending the letter because there has been so much illegal work going on in the City this would help control it, this would help Codes decide between what is being permitted and what is legal and not being permitted something along those lines and make everyone aware of how much this is going on.  Maybe if they see something that is being done call Codes it is their job to check it.

Mr. Gallinger:

See in the paper that someone draws a permit but actually a contractor is doing it.  

Mr. Orman:


I brought that up to Codes before and they do follow through on that.

Mr. Castiglione:

We watch that.  One of the other officers would go and he would ask.  When they come in for a permit Kim and Jessica ask who is the plumber who is the electrical contractor.

Mr. Orman:


Now that they get a permit they will be able to follow through on it.

Mr. Castiglione:

Right.

Mr. Orman:


Have some way to trace it.

Mr. Bianco:


Do you have authorization to go there without a phone call go right to the site?

Mr. Castiglione:

Absolutely.

Mr. Bianco:


Can you go in the door, you just can’t walk in.

Mr. Castiglione:

We knock on the door when the homeowner answers you tell them who you are and ask do you have a contractor working here and they let you in.  

Mr. Bianco:


Could turn you away if they wanted.

Mr. Castiglione:

Not if they have a permit.  Once you take out a permit we have access to the house ok for inspection.  

Mr. Siracusa:

If they did take out a permit for remodeling the bathroom watch it and there is no permit for plumbing no permit for anything then we can go in and check it for sure.

Mr. Castiglione:

Yes.

Mr. Bianco:


Even remodeling a bathroom not a complete change, replace the bathtub, toilet and replace the vanity still requires a licensed plumber.

Mr. Castiglione:

Yes.

Mr. Bianco:


I know a lot of contractors 

Mr. Castiglione:

Not changing the piping replacing a fixture

Mr. Bianco:


That should still be a licensed plumber

Mr. Castiglione:

Still have to take out a permit to put the new tub in I know you are going to re-pipe it, it is a new tub it is not going to match up, so you are going to cut back in and bring your plastic in that is a gimmie you have to take out permit.  I get that a lot go and just put the fixture right back where they are going don’t care.  

Mr. Siracusa:

Carl can you draft up a letter similar to what he is talking about?  We will sign it as a board.

Mr. Castiglione:

What do you want in that letter? 

Mr. Orman:


I have a few ideas actually.

Mr. Bianco:


I have some ideas myself.

Mr. Orman:


I did the letter but now I have to alter it a little bit.  This is designed to get the point across about Carl’s hours and all that stuff, but there are a few paragraphs in here.  It should be one page

Mr. Castiglione:

Why don’t you give it to me.

Mr. Orman:


Just a few statements in here getting our point across.

Mr. Castiglione:

We will tweak it.

Mr. Bianco:


Let them know they are slacking up on the permits and we want to make that better.

Mr. Orman:


I think they know we are aware.

Mr. Bianco:


When I see the other plumbers out there I will mention it to them.

Mr. Castiglione:

How do you feel about replacing a kitchen faucet that is a tough one I have one contract and he does.

Mr. Orman:


I don’t think we need to itemize in the letter be more diligent about getting the permits that you need to be getting and draw the line where they feel they should.  Some guys will draw the line gee we did the whole house I don’t need a permit for that and other guys will get a permit a faucet.

Mr. Bianco:


The whole house permits I see them all the time

Mr. Castiglione:

They take them out to save money it doesn’t include the electrical or plumbing and they are told that when they take out the permit.  The girls are good this does not include the electrical or plumbing.  They save themselves some money on a permit that way but they are told when they take out these whole house permits that it does not include electrical or plumbing, they are two separate permits.

Mr. Orman:


I can come up with a condensed one-page letter that gets our point across.  I think you need to initiate with Codes about streamlining the permit.

Mr. Castiglione:

I will, I will talk to Brian about it.  

Mr. Orman:


If we could mail it in with a company check

Mr. Bianco:


I would be sending them on a weekly basis I think just to get ahead of it.  You can plan your week a lot better.

Mr. Siracusa:

They never mentioned speeding up down there in Codes?

Mr. Castiglione:

We have guys coming in and taking out permits whether it is sheetrock and the guy has a credit card.   Not allowed to take credit cards.

Ms. Westlake:

They do for taxes.

Mr. Bianco:


Why can’t they use the same service?

Ms. Westlake:

You have to pay the City has to pay for that service.

Mr. Castiglione:

Pay per each transaction?

Ms. Westlake:

Yes.

Mr. Castiglione:

That is probably why they don’t do it.  Everyone else has credit cards but we don’t.

Mr. Siracusa:

Another point this letter would it be feasible I don’t know if it could be done put it on the website, the City of Auburn website.

Mr. Castiglione:

We do have a website.

Ms. Westlake:

They could it.

Mr. Siracusa:

I am talking once the letter is finalized put it on the website a lot more people will see it.

Ms. Westlake:

I can send it to them and ask them to put it on the website once we get it done.   I will send it to the City Clerk’s Office and it will be under the Plumbing Department.

Mr. Castiglione:

Give me that letter.

Mr. Orman:


Take the parts out about you.

Mr. Castiglione:

All my letters I draft it and give it to Kim and she tweaks it up a little bit, Jane does the same if I give it to her.

Mr. Siracusa:

See if this works.

Mr. Orman:


Unfortunately it is getting to the point where you get so discouraged because you see so much stuff going on around town and you know it is not licensed or permitted, no permit on it no license on it, it is just very discouraging.  

Mr. Castiglione:

I will get a call somebody rode by and out on the front lawn is a bathtub, an old toilet and old vanity.  I go up 9 out of 10 times the homeowner says I am doing the work.  You can’t unless you come down and take a test.  I caught a guy with a hot water heater installation the old water heater is on the curb ready to be picked up.  Went down there and gave him a Court Appearance Ticket.  These guys that are doing HVAC and they put in a hot water and they say we didn’t figure this hot water the owner says put in a hot water heater nothing to do with HVAC it is all plumbing, gas lines all plumbing.  

Mr. Orman:


Maybe by doing this we can make the other contractors the other licensed legitimate contractors realize how much it is affecting every one.  Some of the guys don’t understand what affect it has on everybody else paying for your insurance and license fees.

Mr. Siracusa:

Ok gentlemen anything else?

Mr. Bianco:


Anyone who didn’t make the meeting tonight it is the end of it we are not giving another test.

Mr. Castiglione:

Jane puts in the paper, it is a public notice

Mr. Bianco:


Tonight is the last chance.

Mr. Castiglione:

I had 2 guys 1 guy called from Rochester and I said come down and pick up the application there are things on the application that you have to follow very closely, 5 years apprenticeship, 5 journeyman under a master plumber.  He never came it and picked it up.

Mr. Orman:


How often do we give a test?

Mr. Castiglione:

Once a year.  If we didn’t have Timmy tonight we wouldn’t have had any applications.

Mr. Orman:


It is good for the City to have young guys like this wanting to do it, you have a son (to Steve Bianco) I don’t have anybody coming up to do it and I don’t think there are too many young guys in the trades.

Mr. Gallinger:

The trades are going to be hurting we need to get these young kids.

Mr. Castiglione:

It was on TV about the trades.  These young kids aren’t taking up trades.

Mr. Siracusa:

You start as an apprentice at a way low rate as far as the Union is concerned then every year you get a grade 5 years until he becomes a journeyman but in the meantime he has to work and if you don’t work your qualifying hours through the State Apprentice Program they don’t credit it to you.  Problem too is there aren’t any jobs out there for these apprentices.

Mr. Castiglione:

If a Union contractor hires 1 or 2 apprentices

Mr. Orman:


Have to have so many apprentices per journeyman.

Mr. Castiglione:

The Union likes to tell the contractors try to keep the apprentices on as long as possible so they get the time and we have a great apprentice program.  That is what is nice about the Union they keep track.

Mr. Siracusa:

The kids that are coming in now they can’t work they can’t get insurance because it is through the Union with hours worked, pension credit they won’t be able to get it without work if the can’t go to work there isn’t any work for them, 9 times out of 10 they lose interest.

Mr. Gallinger:

You have to look at Auburn too as a whole.  You need something here to keep the kids.  It was in the paper not too long ago we need to do something to keep the kids here.  They should have thought about this a long time ago.   There is nothing here for the kids, Gregory stayed because of me, and I have a daughter she is down near New York.  So you have got to have something to attract the kids to stay here.

Mr. Castiglione:

The way it is going now if you are in a trade and you are good at it you have a job.

Mr. Siracusa:

You worked but I am talking about other districts and everything else they don’t work in their own district.  What ruined it the atom plants, ruined a lot of guys.  

When is the next meeting?  The first Tuesday?

Mr. Castiglione:

In November.

Ms. Westlake:

When is Election Day, the first Tuesday?  We could it the next week the 9th.

Mr. Castiglione:

Ok.

Mr. Siracusa:

Let’s do it November 9th, 2010.

Meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 
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