City of Auburn Planning Board

Tuesday, October 2, 2012 6:30 pm, Memorial City Hall
Present: Anne McCarthy, Tim Baroody, Chris DeProspero, Frank Reginelli
Absent: Sam Giangreco, Shelli Graney, Crystal Cosentino
Staff: Stephen Selvek, Planning and Community Development Program Manager; Andy Fusco, Corporation Counsel.
Agenda Items: 217 Grant Ave, 30 Cottage Street, 161 Genesee Street
Acting Chair, Anne McCarthy, calls the meeting to order at 7:00pm. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited. Roll is called.
Agenda Item 1: Approval of September 4, 2012 and September 17, 2012 meeting minutes.
Only three members are able to vote on the meeting minutes. Meeting minutes tabled.
Agenda Item 2: Major Site Plan Review and SEQRA Review and determination for the construction of a new 120 space parking lot for a proposed Planet Fitness to be located within the existing Auburn Plaza at 217 Grant Avenue. Applicant: National Structures.
Acting Chair invites applicant to present an update of the project.
Dominick Madia, Auburn Associates LLC – Revised plans based on recommendations of the Design Review Committee. These improvements include: relocating the entrance to the lot across from Shorts Road, adding sidewalks, a fire lane in front of the sidewalks in the back of the building and an added a landscape plan. In addition the plan shows an added fire hydrant, and truck turn around in the back of the building.
Acting chair asks for staff comments.
Stephen Selvek- A revised site plan, site plan resolution and storm water calculations are in front of board members. With the Design Review Committee’s revisions on the original plan, the area of disturbance became larger than one acre. Therefore we have been working with the applicant to retool the plans and bring the area of disturbance to less than an acre. Final revised plans are before board members tonight. The revision includes narrowing the outside driveway from thirty (30) to twenty-four (24) feet. The disturbed area is now .997 acre. The threshold is one (1) acre and being .997 acre it is under the threshold. 

Stephen Selvek reviews the revised site plan resolution and elements noted with the approval. A twenty-four (24) foot drive lane is a standard drive lane. Revised grading plan and landscape plan will need to be adjusted for the reduced twenty- four (24) foot drive lane. Other elements include storm water calculations; report indicates that there is only a minimal increase in storm water runoff, and the driveway curb cut with 50 foot radii need to be reviewed by the City engineer. These conditions do not have significant impact on the plans. Staff recommendation is to approve the plans.
Stephen Selvek reviews the short form SEQRA. 
Staff recommendation is a negative declaration.

Acting chair asks board for comments and/or questions.

No questions or comments.

Motion for SEQRA negative declaration for 217 Grant Avenue made by Frank Reginelli, seconded by Tim Baroody.
All members vote approval. Motion carried.
Motion for the approval of a major site plan review for 217 Grant Avenue made by Frank Reginelli, seconded by Tim Baroody.
All members vote approval. Motion carried.
Agenda Item 3: SEQRA review and determination for Major Site Plan Review for the construction of “Cottage Cove,” a senior apartment building, to be located at 30 Cottage Street. Applicant: Two Plus Four Construction.

Acting chair invites applicant to present a project update. 

Sue Kimmel, Two Plus Four Construction- Refers to site plan. The Design Review Committee changes were made to the site plan. One of the driveways was eliminated on Seymour Street, and now there is only one entrance drive on Seymour Street. We removed side parking, leaving a nice grass area. Front parking was eliminated from two load to one load and the building was moved closer to Cottage Street. There is storm water management on the west side of the property. This plan has also been reviewed by the fire department. There is proper ingress and egress for the fire department and the close proximity of existing fire hydrants on Cottage and Seymour make it so there is sufficient fire protection and does not require additional hydrants. The proposed building will be under the thirty (30) foot limit. 

Acting chair asks for board questions/comments. 

Frank Reginelli- Questions building timeframe and fencing along railroad tracks. 

Sue Kimmel- We will build as soon as we can. At this time we are proposing a landscape buffer/barrier.
Acting chair asks for staff comments

Stephen Selvek- The Design Review Committee met to review plans and recommended the building to be moved closer to Cottage Street, changing parking in the front has given an unobstructed fire lane for access, eliminating drive in rear has improve site distances for the entrance and exit of cars. Some additional comments/concerns that have risen include additional curbing. Curbing should be replaced and installed to define drive entrances. There was concern of sight lines from the driveway closest to rail. We would like to confirm, with our traffic officer, that someone driving up would have visual access over the rail. There are three (3) fire hydrants in the proximity to each of the driveways, which is ideal for fire protection. Still looking at fire connections on building and whether or not a fire hydrant is needed for those connections. During the construction phase you may see a recommendation for a fire hydrant from fire department. 
This project needs to go in front of the Zoning Board of Appeals for a use variance. If the variance is granted, the project will be before the planning board again to continue with site plan review.
Stephen Selvek asks for questions/comments from the board regarding the site plan.
Tim Baroody- Just SEQRA tonight?

Stephen Selvek- SEQRA process only. 

Stephen Selvek reviews part II of the long Environmental Assessment Form. 
Staff recommendation is negative declaration. 

Motion for SEQRA negative declaration for 30 Cottage Street made by Frank Reginelli, seconded by Tim Baroody. 

All members vote approval. Motion carried. 

Agenda Item 4: SEQRA review and determination for Major Site Plan Review for the construction of “Plaza of the Arts,” a new commercial building, to be located at 161 Genesee Street. Applicant: WST 33, LLC.

Acting chair invites applicant to present project.

Dan Soules, Plaza of the Arts-Here tonight to share changes made within the plans. Refers to site map. The setback of doors has been reset to meet code on Genesee Street and on the first set of doors on the side street. We have indicated on the site plan that granite curb will be installed between the property and Saint Peter and John Church. In conjunction, a curb cut will also be put in. Further down a curb cut will be put in for handicap accessibility. Also the sidewalk and iron fence that will be installed on the church property is shown on the plan. In the back north part of the property a better definition of the ingress/egress has been redesigned by engineers and there will be a place for snow storage.
Tim Baroody- Your relocating the hydrant in the front.

Dan Soules- Yes, it will be relocated. Also, the block wall that is currently between the property and the church will be removed and replaced with an iron fence.

Acting chair asks for board comments or questions.

No comments or questions from board members.

Acting chair asks for staff comments.

Stephen Selvek- Address a couple of items pertaining to site plan 
· Need to detail rear portion curb cut and entrance alignment on final plan.
· Need clarification of rear northwest planting in four (4) foot section. The plan shows the area to be shaded, which indicates that the area to be black topped. 
· DRC is requesting clarification of the location of handicap parking in the center parking lot and the intent behind the location of that handicap parking.

· The minimum code requirement for the center drive isle is twenty-four (24) feet. Currently the plan indicates twenty-two (22) feet. Adjusting stripping should bring it up to code.

· Rear portion- based on code requirements a ten (10) foot buffer is needed between City right away and parking. Board has ability to look at different landscape options to better define driveway entrances and vehicular traffic from pedestrian sidewalk. One option that was suggested was the placement of a five foot curved bed of landscape stone. 
Stephen Selvek reviews Environmental Assessment Form.

Staff recommendation for SEQRA is negative declaration.
Motion for SEQRA negative declaration for 161 Genesee Street made by Tim Baroody, seconded by Frank Reginelli.
All members vote approval. Motion carried.

Anne McCarthy- Next regular Planning Board meeting is set for Wednesday, November 7, 2012 at 6:30pm.
Motion to adjourn by Frank Reginelli, seconded by Tim Baroody. All members vote approval. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.

