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Auburn City Council 

Regular Meeting 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 5:00 P.M. 

City Council Chambers 
Memorial City Hall 

24 South St. 
Auburn, NY  13021 

 
Minutes 

  
The meeting of the Auburn City Council was called to order at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom videoconference 
from the City Council Chambers, 24 South St. Auburn, NY by Mayor Quill.  The meeting was held by 
videoconference due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

ROLL CALL – The City Clerk called the roll.  Councilor Deb McCormick, Councilor Jimmy 
Giannettino, Councilor Terry Cuddy, Councilor Tim Locastro and Mayor Quill were all present.  

The following City Staff was present for the meeting:  

• City Manager, Jeff Dygert 
• Corporation Counsel, Stacy DeForest 
• City Clerk, Chuck Mason 
• Police Chief, Shawn Butler  
• Fire Chief, Mark Fritz 
• City Comptroller, Rachel Jacobs 
• City Engineer, Bill Lupien 
• Director of Planning and Economic Development, Jennifer Haines 
• Director of Municipal Utilities, Seth Jensen 
• Police Lieutenant James Slayton 
• Senior Planner, Renee Jensen 
• Water Meter Service Worker, Joe Sliwka 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag – Mayor Quill led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Moment of Silent Prayer or Reflection – Mayor Quill asked for a moment of silent prayer.   
 
Public Announcements –  
Public notice from the City of Auburn Electrical Board of Examiners, the notice of the semi annual 
interview and exam for the electrical license will be held coming up on April 14, 2021 is the meeting 
that they will review the applications and accepted applications will be invited back for the exam which 
will be held on May 12. The April 14 2021 meeting will be here at City Hall in the Council chambers 
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and then the exam will be held May 12, 2021 5pm at the same location in the Council Chambers. 
Applications are available at our Code Enforcement Office here at City Hall or the link can be found on 
the city of Auburn website at the code enforcement page of the city of Auburn website. The next 
announcement I have for you Mayor is that the Council decided at last week's meeting with the city 
manager that we will be returning following the Easter holiday to in person public meetings for the 
month of April. So, we will be prepared to welcome everybody back to City Hall and that will be for all 
of our boards and commissions as well. So, the April meetings coming up we'll be back in person here at 
City Hall we will be prepared to continue to utilize the Coronavirus protocols, people will be asked to 
sign in ,wear masks and we will have some attendance restrictions for 50% of the capacity of the room 
which is 60 people total. But we look forward to getting our meetings back in action. Next week, we will 
be off on on April 1 for the Easter holiday weekend. Also, April this year has five Thursdays in it. So, 
the council will resume on April 8 and meet the last four Thursday's for the month of April. So, next 
week's meeting is postponed or cancelled. And then our next meeting for council will be April 8 at 5pm. 
 
CEREMONIAL PRESENTATIONS –  
City Manager Dygert 
The following announcements are regarding retirements and new employees for the City.  Detective 
Brian Blanchfield from the Auburn Police Department is going to be retiring as of March 27th,  I think 
that is Saturday would be his last day. We have a new code enforcement officer coming on board 
Monday, March 29, that's Kevin Burke who is currently a city employee and we found an opportunity 
for him to actually move up in the organization and become our newest code enforcement officer. And 
the police department has brought on five new recruit police Officers Michael Bassanti, Anthony Bucci, 
Lucas Drancsak, Joseph Eppolito and Michaela Withers were brought on or will be brought on as of 
tomorrow, Friday, March 26. 
 
City Clerk 
 
WHEREAS America is a symbol of freedom and has achieved its stature in the world because of the 
selfless service of our brave veterans; and, 

WHEREAS from those who initially fought in the Revolutionary War to those that serve today, the 
fearless members of our country’s armed forces have given up the comforts of home, the company of 
loved ones and, for some, have paid the ultimate sacrifice so that we could live free in our land of 
liberty; and, 

WHEREAS from the 1950’s through the 1970’s millions of Americans served in support of the U.S 
military operations in Vietnam with more than 58,000 giving their lives and more than 300,000 
wounded during their service; and 

WHEREAS our Vietnam veterans fought for our freedoms, kept America safe and dedicated their lives 
to this nation; and, 
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WHEREAS we are forever thankful for their unwavering strength and courage while fighting in the 
Vietnam War; and,  

WHEREAS on March 29th of this year we joined together to express our gratitude, remember their service 
and said “welcome home” to these brave men and women,  we honored the immeasurable sacrifices and 
contributions our Vietnam War veterans have made to protect the life, liberty and happiness of every 
American; and, 

WHEREAS the people of the United States shall always remember the heroism and courage of those 
who have served and those who continue to serve, thanks to the enduring valor our Vietnam veterans 
have demonstrated since their day of return.  

NOW THEREFORE, I, Michael D. Quill, Mayor of the City of Auburn, on behalf of members of the 
City Council and the people of Auburn, do hereby proclaim March 29, 2021 as  

“Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day,”  

in the City of Auburn, New York and ask all to join me in taking this day to give our thanks and 
appreciation to our Vietnam veterans. 

 

In witness whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the seal of the 
City of Auburn to be affixed this 
Twenty-Fifth day of March 2021. 

 _____________________________ 

Michael D. Quill, Mayor 
City of Auburn, New York 

 
Mayor Quill 
Thank you. Council with us this evening we have Mr. Nick Valenti, a fellow marine Vietnam veteran. 
So, Mr. Valenti, welcome home and if you would please say a few words? 
 
Nick Valenti 
I'd love to Mayor on this forthcoming anniversary of a national Vietnam Veterans Day I'm very proud to 
be here to accept this proclamation from the Mayor and the City Council. This act of recognition means 
a lot to any man or woman who has served, none of us really knows what silent scars still impact our 
warriors and their families. What is nice about this proclamation is that it gives us a chance to humbly 
say thank you to a Vietnam veteran before this generation has lost. Recognition such as what has been 
presented today helps us live up to our mantra, never again will one generation of veterans abandon 
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another. Again, our thanks to the Mayor and the Councilors for this proclamation. And until we can have 
a sit down meeting I hope everyone stays healthy and safe. 
 
Mayor Quill 
Thank you, Mr. Valenti. Thank you for being with us. Thanks for your service and I like the cover. 
 
Nick Valenti   
Oh, it makes me look taller. That's all Mayor. 
 
 
Public to be heard:  Mayor Quill asked the Clerk read the public to be heard rules.  The following 
individual spoke: 
Tim Lattimore, 63 South Street.  Ok, thank you for the privilege of the floor Mayor, Council. It's nice to 
be with you a nice Proclamation. I was just wondering whether or not the website I know that you have 
landfill issues on tonight but we used to have all the tonnage and everything on the site and whether it's 
still up or whether it's working. But is there any way I can get the last 10 years of tonnage and whether 
or not how much was construction debris? And how much was actual municipal waste? Is there a study 
that shows where it's, it's in our best interest to close the landfill? And one other thing I know that our 
County National Association puts out a newspaper and in there one of the big things was the micro grids 
are now being being looked at to be purchased by municipalities in order to attract and keep new new 
business and maintain the existing book of business. So, if I think somehow get that, if there was a study 
done well, I'd appreciate it. Thank you very much for the privilege of the floor. 
 
Mayor Quill 
Mr. Lattimore before you leave, can you still hear me? Okay, you drifted in and out with a connection 
and we'll take the hit for that. I would request that you fill out a FOIL request, more specifically what 
you're looking with or looking for. And you know, we'll do our very best to comply with it, or if it's not 
available, or whatever. But if you would do it formally that would help us considerably. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes –  

• March 4, 2021 Council Meeting Minutes 
Motion to approve the March 4, 2021 minutes by Councilor Cuddy, seconded by Councilor 
McCormick.  Motion to approve carried 5-0. 

 
 
Reports of City Officials 
 

A. City Manager’s Report 
• The City of Auburn is seeking bids for the following projects: 
• Waste Water Treatment Plant Biosolids Processing and Drying Project. Biosolids Dryer 
Equipment – Due April 20. 
• Marketing Services for the Historic and Cultural Sites Commission – Due April 16 
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• 2021 Road Program – Due April 13 
• Millwork, Casework, and Countertops for the Public Safety Building Project – to be published 
tomorrow and due April 27. More information on all these projects is available on the City of Auburn 
webpage under the tab “Bids/RFPs” 
 

B. Reports from members of Council 
 
Matters to Come Before Council 
 
A.  State Environmental Quality Review Act Resolutions (SEQR) - none 
 
B.  Ordinances – FIRST READING 
 

BOND ORDINANCE #5 OF 2021 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $5,850,000 SERIAL BONDS TO 
FINANCE THE COSTS OF CLOSURE OF CITY LANDFILL #2 

BE IT ORDAINED by Council of the City of Auburn, Cayuga County, New York (“City Council”) as 
follows: 

Section 1. The City of Auburn, Cayuga County, New York (the “City”) is hereby authorized 
to undertake the costs incidental to the abandonment of City Landfill #2 including, but not limited to, 
legal fees, printing, engraving and publication of legal notices, engineering costs including filling, 
drainage, fences, roadways and buildings appurtenant or incidental thereto at an estimated maximum 
cost not to exceed $5,850,000 and to issue an aggregate $5,850,000 in serial bonds pursuant to the 
provisions of the Local Finance Law to finance the estimated costs of the aforesaid object or purpose. 

Section 2. It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid specific 
objects or purposes is $5,850,000, said amount is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan for the 
financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of $5,850,000 in serial bonds (the “Bonds”) of the City 
authorized to be issued pursuant to this Ordinance.   

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 
specific object or purpose is twenty (20) years pursuant to paragraph 6-b of Section 11.00(a) of the 
Local Finance Law.  

Section 4. Pursuant to Section 107.00(d)(9) of the Local Finance Law, current funds are not 
required to be provided prior to issuance of the Bonds or any bond anticipation notes issued in 
anticipation of issuance of the Bonds. 

Section 5. The temporary use of available funds of the City, not immediately required for the 
purpose or purposes for which the same were borrowed, raised or otherwise created, is hereby 
authorized pursuant to Section 165.10 of the Local Finance Law, for the capital purposes described in 
Section 1 of this Ordinance. 
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Section 6. The Bonds and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the Bonds, 
shall contain the recital of validity prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law and the Bonds, 
and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the Bonds, shall be general obligations of the 
City, payable as to both principal and interest by a general tax upon all the real property within the City 
without legal or constitutional limitation as to rate or amount.  The faith and credit of the City are hereby 
irrevocably pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on the Bonds, and any bond 
anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the Bonds, and provision shall be made annually in the 
budget of the City by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of the Bonds and bond 
anticipation notes to mature in such year, and (b) the payment of interest to be due and payable in such 
year. 

Section 7. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and of the Local Finance Law, and 
pursuant to the provisions of Sections 21.00, 30.00, 50.00 and 56.00 to 63.00, inclusive,  of the Local 
Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of 
the issuance and sale of the Bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, and the power to 
prescribe the terms, form and contents of the Bonds, and any bond anticipation notes, and the power to 
sell and deliver the Bonds and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the issuance of the 
Bonds, and the power to issue bonds providing for level or substantially level or declining annual debt 
service, is hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, the Chief Fiscal Officer of the City. 

Section 8. The reasonably expected source of funds to be used to initially pay for the 
expenditures authorized by Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be from the City’s General Fund.  It is 
intended that the City shall then reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of the Bonds and bond 
anticipation notes authorized by this Ordinance and that the interest payable on the Bonds and any bond 
anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the Bonds shall be excludable from gross income for federal 
income tax purposes.  This Ordinance is intended to constitute the declaration of the City’s “official 
intent” to reimburse the expenditures authorized by this Ordinance with the proceeds of the Bonds and 
bond anticipation notes authorized herein, as required by Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2.  Other 
than as specified in this Ordinance, no moneys are reasonably expected to be received, allocated on a 
long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the objects or purposes 
described herein.   

Section 9. The serial bonds and bond anticipation notes authorized to be issued by this 
Ordinance are hereby authorized to be consolidated, at the option of the City’s Comptroller, the Chief 
Fiscal Officer, with the serial bonds and bond anticipation notes authorized by other Bond Ordinances 
previously or hereafter adopted by the City Council for purposes of sale in one or more bond or note 
issues aggregating an amount not to exceed the amount authorized in such ordinances.  All matters 
regarding the sale of the bonds, including the date of the bonds, the consolidation of the serial bonds and 
the bond anticipation notes with other issues of the City and the serial maturities of the bonds are hereby 
delegated to the City Comptroller, the Chief Fiscal Officer of the City. 

Section 10. The City Comptroller, as Chief Fiscal Officer of the City, is further authorized to 
sell all or a portion of the Bonds, and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the Bonds, to 
the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (the "EFC") in the form prescribed in one or 
more loan and/or grant agreements (the "Agreements") between the City and the EFC; to execute and 
deliver on behalf of the City one or more Agreements, Project Financing Agreements, and Letters of 
Intent with the EFC and to accept the definitive terms of one or more Agreements from EFC by 
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executing and delivering one or more Terms Certificates; and to execute such other documents, and take 
such other actions, as are necessary or appropriate to obtain a loan or loans from the EFC for all or a 
portion of the costs of the expenditures authorized by this Ordinance, and perform the City's obligations 
under its Bonds or bond anticipation notes delivered to the EFC, the Project Financing Agreements and 
the Agreements. 

Section 11. Any federal or New York State grant funds obtained by the City for the capital 
purposes described in Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be applied to pay the principal of and interest on 
the Bonds or any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the Bonds or to the extent obligations 
shall not have been issued under this Ordinance, to reduce the maximum amount to be borrowed for 
such capital purposes.   

 
Section 12. The validity of the Bonds authorized by this Ordinance and of any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the Bonds may be contested only if: 

(a) such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the City is not 
authorized to expend money; or  

(b) the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the publication 
of this Ordinance or a summary hereof are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty (20) days after the date of 
such publication; or  

(c) such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 13. The City Comptroller, as Chief Fiscal Officer of the City, is hereby authorized to 
enter into an undertaking for the benefit of the holders of the Bonds from time to time, and any bond 
anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of the Bonds, requiring the City to provide secondary 
market disclosure as required by Securities and Exchange Commission Rule 15c2-12. 

Section 14. This Ordinance, or a summary of this Ordinance, shall be published in the official 
newspapers of the City for such purpose, together with a notice of the Clerk of the City in substantially 
the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 15. This Ordinance is not subject to a mandatory or permissive referendum. 

Section 16. The Council hereby determines that the provisions of the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act and the regulations thereunder have previously been satisfied with respect to the 
expenditures authorized by this Ordinance. 

Section 17. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

C.  Local Laws – none 
 
D.  Resolutions – none 
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E.  Staff Presentations –  
• Solid Waste Presentation - Mike Talbot, Department of Public Works Final Landfill 

Closure  
 

• Update on the HEALing Community Study - Monika Salvage, Project Director 
 

• Monthly Bar Graph Reports for February 2021 - Jeff Dygert, City Manager   
 
TABLED ITEMS - none 
 
OTHER BUSINESS –  
 
Mayor Quill   
Thank you. Mr. Dygert. Do you request executive session? 
 

Mayor Quill made a motion to enter Executive Session, seconded by Councilor Cuddy. Council 
voted to enter an executive session regarding the following matters:  

• One matter concerning the appointment of a particular individual. 
 
The motion to enter executive session carried 5-0. The Council entered Executive Session at 6:18 
p.m. Executive session adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  By unanimous vote the Council adjourned the meeting.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 6:46 p.m.. 

 
Minutes submitted by: 

Chuck Mason, City Clerk   



Final Landfill Closure

March 25, 2021



Landfill No. 2

• Landfill No. 1 closed in 1992
• Landfill No. 2 opened in 1992
• Consists of Cells 1, 2, 3, 4a and 4b
• Approximately 29.3 acres
• Partial closures previously completed



Stages of Closure

• 2007 4.2 acres $1,048,600
$249,667/acre

• 2010 5.6 acres $1,599,000
$285,535/acre

• 2018 4.8 acres $1,686,000
$351,250/acre

• 2021 14.7 acres $4,526,127
$307,900/acre





Closure

• Per NYSDEC Part 360 regulations, construction 
of final closure must be completed within 365 
days of final waste receipt

• Final waste receipt on 12/8/2020
• Per NYSDEC Part 360 regulations, Closure 

Investigation Report and Final Closure Plan to 
be submitted 180 days prior to commencing 
construction

• NYSDEC approval received on 3/4/2021



Closure

• Closure of approximately 14.7 acres
• Includes mobilization, bonds, survey, erosion 

control, subgrade prep, top slope fill, gas 
venting layer, textured geomembrane, lateral 
drainage, barrier protection, topsoil, stone toe 
drains, GCL and Type 1 and Type 2 geotextile, 
downchutes, vertical gas extraction wells and 
tie ins, portable flares, material testing





Leachate Infrastructure

• Bid as a separate additive to actual closure
• Part 360 regulations state post closure 

monitoring of leachate for minimum 30 years
• Leachate is any liquid that extracts solids or 

suspended solids from the material through 
which it has passed

• System manages the primary leachate and tracks 
the allowable leakage rate of the primary liner 
from the secondary collection system

• All leachate sent to site pump station for 
discharge into sewer system



Leachate Infrastructure

• Portions of leachate conveyance system date to 
1990

• Includes lateral transfer manholes 7, 8, 9, 11, 12 
and 13 and sideriser system pumps 4A and 4B

• Pumps range in age from 13 to over 30 years old
• Various components have begun to show 

degradation largely due to age and harsh 
environments associated with leachate 
composition



Leachate Infrastructure Modifications

• Secondary Leachate Monitoring System Repl.
Pumps, check valves, float controls, high 
alarm, control panel, flow meters, wiring 
(Additive Bid No.1)

• Remote Radio Control Panel, Panel Boards
4 radio panels, install supervisory control 
and data acquisition (SCADA), access to 
entire leachate system remotely (Additive 
Bid No. 1)



Leachate Infrastructure Modifications

• Sideriser Pump System Replacement
Primary, secondary and groundwater 
pumps replaced and integrated into SCADA 
system (Additive No. 1)

• Additive No. 1 $623,947
• Pump Station Replacement

Dual containment concrete pump station, 
outlet valve pit, 4’ diameter concrete 
leachate transfer manhole and piping, 
duplex pump system and plumbing, integrate 
into SCADA system (Additive No. 2)



Leachate Infrastructure Modifications

• Trenching for Communication Relays
Necessary for fewer panelboards and radio 
relays for each transfer manhole (Additive No. 2)

• Pump Station Inlet and Outlet Piping
Allows for leachate monitoring and 
management during construction (Additive No. 2)

• Backup Generator Relocation
Moved to facilitate the installation of the new 
leachate forcemain and electrical lines (Additive 
No. 2)

• Additive No. 2 $535,791



Overview

• These modifications are critical to the 
continued function of the leachate collection 
and conveyance systems for both Landfill No. 
1 and Landfill No.2 and to remain in 
compliance with 6 NYCRR Part 360 regulations 
through the post closure period 



Cost
• Landfill Closure $4,526,127

Electrical $        9,000
$4,535,127

• Additive No. 1 $   623,947
Electrical $     87,000

$   710,947

• Additive No. 2 $   535,791
Electrical $     19,500

$   555,291

• Total Project Cost $5,801,365



Saving Lives During A Pandemic

Web: cayugacounty.us/healingcayuga
Social: @healingcayuga

HEALing Impact – March 2021



1 year ago…

2

• Economy shut down

• People lost their jobs

• Schools closed

• Support groups stopped meeting

• People were isolated

• Devastating impact on people with MH/SU disorders

• By April 2020: Lost 9 people to overdoses

• All of 2019: Lost 9 people to overdoses



Gaps in Cayuga County

3

• Narcan distribution
o Keeping people alive

• Post-overdose outreach
o Peer support

• Linkage to services
o Referrals with peer support

• Accessibility of services
o Same-day access to medications for opioid use disorder
o Regulations



Keeping people alive

4



Narcan Campaign

5



682 Narcan kits distributed since May

6

• Online platform 358

• In-person events 218
o 5 in Auburn, 186 trained

• Jail inmates 106

• (2019: 197 total)

• > 41% had witnessed an 
overdose before

• Reached different populations, 
geographic areas



Overdose witnesses are saving lives

7

• Since May 2020, Narcan administration by bystanders/witnesses 
has potentially prevented 41 opioid fatalities!

• 82 Narcan administrations total – 73 successful!



Post-overdose outreach & 
Linkage to services

8



Support & training for peer workforce

9

• Increase capacity to 
support post-overdose 
linkage in different 
settings

• Post-overdose referrals 
from law enforcement and 
hospital

• Linkage to services



Access to services

10



Medications for Opioid Use Disorder is 
not substituting one drug for another

11



Expanded access to Medications for 
Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)

12

• Same-day initiations
o 28 since October

• Hospital ED
o 2 new prescribers
o 2 initiations (bridge)

• Mental Health Clinic
o 3 new prescribers
o 5 MOUD clients

• Outpatient Clinics
o Initiations, referrals



MOUD Stigma Campaign

13



MOUD Awareness Campaign

14



1 year ago…

15

• Economy shut down
• Schools closed
• Support groups 

stopped meeting
• Devastating impact on 

people with MH/SU 
disorders

• By April 2020: Lost 9 
people to overdoses

• All of 2019: Lost 9 
people to overdoses

Now…

• Economy partially open

• Schools partially open

• Support groups began 
meeting again

• Tele-health for SUD 
patients

• By Feb 2021: Lost 5 
people to overdoses

• All of 2020: Lost 21 
people to overdoses
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Overdoses on the rise
2019                     2020 2021

• 51 overdoses

• 5 fatal

• 208 overdoses

• 21 fatal

• 179 overdoses

• 9 fatal



Where overdoses were happening in 2020
Total Fatal

17



18

2020

• 71%

2021 (Jan/Feb)

• 74%

% of total  
overdoses 

happening in 
Auburn



Overdoses involving opioids

19

2019 

• 25% of total overdoses

2020

• 30%

Jan/Feb 2021

• 28%

Fatal overdoses usually
involve opioids 
(based on toxicology reports)



20



To build a
system of care
that helps
people change
their lives

21



“I was scared that
I’d be put in jail,
but I was more
scared of dying.”
-Local person in recovery 

22



“I was watching
her die before
my very eyes.”
-Mother of a local person in recovery

23



How can we tell we
are making
progress?

24



When someone
lived today
because of our
actions

25



26

Everyone
has
a role



Monika Salvage, Project Director

Email:  msalvage@cayugacounty.us
Web:    cayugacounty.us/healingcayuga
Social: @healingcayuga
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