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Auburn City Council 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, August 1, 2019 5:00 P.M. 
City Council Chambers 

 Memorial City Hall   
 24 South St.  

Auburn, NY  13021 
 

 Minutes  
  
The meeting of the Auburn City Council was called to order at 5:00PM in the City Council 
Chambers 24 South St. Auburn NY by Councilor Carabajal. 

1.  Roll Call – The City Clerk called the roll.  Councilors McCormick, Cuddy, Giannettino, and 
Carabajal were all present.  Mayor Quill was excused as he was attending a meeting in his 
capacity as President of the Board of Governors for the New York Municipal Insurance 
Reciprocal (NYMIR). 

The following City Staff was present for the regular meeting:  

• Acting City Manager, Jennifer Haines 
• Corporation Counsel, Stacy DeForrest 
• City Clerk, Charles Mason 
• Police Chief, Shawn Butler 
• Superintendent of Engineering, William Lupien 
• Fire Chief, Joe Morabito 

 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag – Councilor Carabajal led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
3.  Moment of Silent Prayer or Reflection – Councilor Carabajal asked for a moment of silent 
prayer.    
 
4.  Public Announcements 
The City Clerk read the announcements. 
 
5.  Ceremonial Presentations and Proclamations. 
 
6.  Public to be Heard – Councilor Carabajal opened the Public to be Heard portion of the 
Council meeting and the Clerk read the Public to be Heard rules. 
Susan Rusinko, 111 N. Marvine Avenue spoke regarding trees being removed on N. Marvine 
Avenue and asked the City to look into the matter. 
Tim Lattimore, Cayuga County Legislator congratulated the Mayor and Council for receiving the 
$10 million Downtown Revitalization Initiative final list of projects.  He also gave shout outs to 
individuals from Auburn that have had recent notable achievements. 
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7.  Approval of Meeting Minutes – 
July 11, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes 
Motion to approve the July 2, 2019 minutes by Councilor McCormick, seconded by Councilor 
Giannettino.  Motion to approve carried 3-0.  Councilor Cuddy voted present.  
 
8.  Reports of City Officials 
 
   A.  City Manager’s Report 
• NYS and Federal Grant Awards 

o DRI – Total of 13 projects, $9.7 million 
 Public Safety Building - $1.2 million 
 1-7 State Street Public Plaza - $1 million 

o Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC) 
 South Street Corridor Enhancement Project - $500,000 in infrastructure 

improvements will support the Harriet Tubman National Historical Park and 
area businesses 

o NYS DOT - $7.9 million 
 Aurelius Avenue bridge replacement 
 Lake Avenue Pavement Preservation Project – Mill and fill the existing road, 

similar to the Genesee Street Paving Project 
 
• Project Updates: 

o North Division Street Bridge Replacement Project - Water service along the portion 
of Clark Street near North Division St., and the portion of Columbus Street from 
CC’s Tavern to Clark Street will be shut off Friday, August 2nd for approximately 4 
hours from 8am – 12pm.   

o Demolitions - Structures at #25-27 Delevan Street, #38 Garrow Street, and the fire 
damaged house at #49 Walnut St. have been demolished in the last week.  Contractor 
(Crisafulli) is scheduled to demolish the privately owned structures at #47 Pulsifer 
Drive and #49 Chase Street within the next week. 

o Casey Park - This week Nagle has been working at Casey Park applying the surface 
paint and coatings at the Basketball, Tennis, and Pickle Ball courts.  Nagle plans on 
being done this week and the courts will need an additional 3 days curing time before 
being able to be used.  Courts will be scheduled to be locked up until next Monday 
when they will be available for use. 

 
• Owasco Lake - The Water Filtration Plant Staff started up the Carbon System on Wednesday 

morning (7/31/19) as a bloom was spotted in the area of our upper pump station out by the 
pier.  John West will keep us in the loop.  We will begin to send samples to our laboratory 
and be testing both the intake (raw) and treated water on a weekly basis in accordance with 
our testing and monitoring protocol.  We had not confirmed the bloom to be a HAB but 
treated it as if it were.  Sample results from yesterday are back, and were both non detect in 
the raw and finished water. The carbon system is running, and all looks ok. 
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• Auburn Police Department invites all to attend the 2nd Annual National Night Out Block 
Party on Tuesday, August 6, 2019, 5:30 – 8:30 pm, Hoopes Park. 
 
B.  Reports from members of Council 

• Councilor Cuddy reported on the most recent meeting he attended with City staff with 
representatives from surrounding towns regarding wholesale sewer rate methodology. 

• Councilor McCormick reported that along with Cayuga County Legislator Aileen 
McNabb Coleman, she attended the recent Finger Lakes Harmful Algal Bloom summit. 

• Councilor Giannettino reported on a meeting he attended on Monday, July 29th at Sacred 
Heart Church regarding the heroin epidemic in our community; he also reported on 
attending with Councilor Carabajal the public input meeting that was held on Tuesday, 
July 30th to solicit public input on upcoming improvements to the playground at Clifford 
Park, he thanked the City staff for organizing the event. 

• All members of Council discussed the announcement that was made on July 30th by Lt. 
Governor Kathy Hochul awarding the final list of projects for the $10 million Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative. 
 

9.  Matters to Come Before Council 
 
A.  State Environmental Quality Review Act Resolutions (SEQR) - None 
 
B.  Ordinances – None 
  
C.  Local Laws – None 
 
D.  Resolutions – 
 
Acting City Manager Jennifer Haines reported that Financial Resolution #81 of 2019 Accepting Funds 
from Nucor Steel for the Purchase of an Intelligent Training System is not ready to move forward and 
City staff is requesting that it be pulled from the meeting agenda tonight.  Councilors unanimously agreed 
to pull the resolution from the agenda. 
 

AWARD RESOLUTION #93 OF 2019 
 

AWARDING A BID FOR THE 2019 C.D.B.G. (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT) SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 

 
 
By Councilor  Cuddy       August 1, 2019 
   
 

WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant Sidewalk Replacement Program 
provides for new sidewalks and/or curbing installation in targeted areas of the City which are so 
designated; and 
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WHEREAS, the areas for this year’s construction are as follows:  Seymour St. - between 
State St. and North St.; Washington St. - between the Arterial and Wall St.; and West St. - 
between Washington St. and Venice St.;  and 
 

WHEREAS, as part of this year’s program, the City will also review the condition of 
existing street trees that are adjacent to the sidewalks slated for replacement and trees that are 
found to be diseased, in decline and/or dead will be removed and replaced; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 22, 2019, bids for the 2019 C.D.B.G. Sidewalk Replacement 

Program were opened and the following bids were received: 
 

1. Diamond Excavation & Masonry  $ 112,990.00 
 Port Byron, New York 
 
2. Concrete Slipform Inc.    $ 113,295.00    

Canastota, New York;  
and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary that the Auburn City Council award the fiscal year 2019 
C.D.B.G. Sidewalk Replacement Program contract to the lowest qualified bidder which is 
Diamond Excavation & Masonry Inc. in the amount of $112,990.00 contingent upon the City 
receiving an executed fiscal year 2019 contract from the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Auburn City Council does hereby 
award the 2019 Community Development Block Grant Sidewalk Replacement Program contract 
to Diamond Excavation & Masonry which is the lowest qualified bidder in the amount of 
$112,990.00 and the cost of the project is to be charged to the Community Development Account 
#CD 8672.2210 2019; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is contingent upon the City of Auburn 
receiving an executed fiscal year 2019 contract from the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; and 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to sign any and all 

documents necessary in reference to the award of this bid. 
 
 
Seconded by Councilor Giannettino 

 Ayes Noes Excused 
Councilor McCormick X   
Councilor Giannettino X   
Councilor Cuddy X   
Councilor Carabajal X   
Mayor Quill   X 

Carried and Adopted X   
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FINANCIAL RESOLUTION #94 OF 2019 
 

 ACCEPTING EXTREME WINTER RECOVERY (EWR)  
FUNDS FROM THE NYS DOT  

 
By Councilor Giannettino                                                               August 1, 2019 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn’s transportation system, which includes roads and 
bridges, is essential to everyone and contributes to economic development, job creation, and 
quality of life; and   

WHEREAS, proper maintenance and funding are essential to keeping our roads and 
bridges in good repair; and   

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn Capital Budget includes $754,425.06 in CHIPS and 
PAVE NY funding; and   

WHEREAS, New York State has recognized the need for additional funding due to 
extreme weather and has appropriated additional funding under the Extreme Winter Recovery 
(EWR) program in the amount of $92,090.48 for SFY 2019-20; and   

WHEREAS, the budget should be amended to reflect these adjustments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF AUBURN, that the Mayor of the City of Auburn is hereby authorized and directed to 
execute all necessary documents in connection with this funding; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed 
to make the following changes to the 2020 budget:  

1. Increase 19-20 Road Program (HA5110.440.JT) by $92,090.48 
2. Increase State Aid for 19-20 Road Program (HA99.359.JT) by $92,090.48 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon 

adoption. 

Seconded by Councilor Cuddy 

 Ayes Noes Excused 
Councilor McCormick X   
Councilor Giannettino X   
Councilor Cuddy X   
Councilor Carabajal X   
Mayor Quill   X 

Carried and Adopted X   
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FINANCIAL RESOLUTION #95 OF 2019 
 

AUTHORIZING VARIOUS OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET TRANSFERS 
 
 
By Councilor McCormick      August 1, 2019 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn staff is requesting various operating and non-operating 
budget transfers for the fiscal 2018-19  year as outlined in attachment A; and, 

WHEREAS, there is no fund balance being used for these transfers. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF AUBURN, NEW YORK:  

1. That the Auburn City Council does hereby authorize the transfers in Attachment A 
for the 2018-19 fiscal year; and, 

2. That this resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Giannettino 

 

 Ayes Noes Excused 
Councilor McCormick X   
Councilor Giannettino X   
Councilor Cuddy X   
Councilor Carabajal X   
Mayor Quill   X 

Carried and Adopted X   
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Amount

1,300.00$        A3310.841
SIG/LT - Health 

Ins
420.00$           A3310.440 SIG/LT - SVS

3,500.00$        A3310.425 SIG/LT - Electric A1620.420 BLDG - Gas

2,100.00$        AL8160.110
Solid Waste - 
Wages AL8160.440 Solid Waste - Svs

1,040.00$        AL8160.841
Solid Waste - 
Health Ins AL8160.412

Solid Waste - Opp 
Supplies

2,530.00$        AL8162.811
Solid Waste - 
SS/Medi AL8162.482

Solid Waste - 
maint.rep

32,180.00$     CL8161.130 Refuse - PT CL8161.831
210.00$           CL8161.420 Refuse - Gas CL8161.831
880.00$           CL8161.425 Refuse - Electric CL8161.831

A3310.250
SIG/LT - Other 

Equip

8/1/2019
Attachment A: 18-19 FY

Account to Account From Reason

Transfers to 
cover 7/26 AP 

Run for 2019 FY

Refuse-
Unemployment
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STAFF/VENDOR PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
10.  Other Business –  
 

Adjournment:  By unanimous vote the Council adjourned the meeting.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 5:29 p.m. 

 
Minutes submitted to the City Council on September 5, 2019 by: 

Charles Mason 
City Clerk 
 


