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I. PURPOSE 
 

In order to offer a City Summer Softball League, the City of Auburn has created this 
COVID-19 Summer Softball COVID-19 Plan (the “Plan”). This Plan includes various policies 
and procedures intended to prevent and mitigate the exposure to and infection of COVID-19. By 
adhering to this Plan, the City seeks to reduce the impact of COVID-19 on the community at 
large, while its residents enjoy the game of softball. 

 
II. TERM 

 
The season will begin the week of May 3, 2021 and run through the end of August. This 

Plan shall be reviewed and amended as necessary to maintain compliance with all local, State or 
Federal laws related to COVID-19, and the guidance issued by the CDC, NYS DOH and CCHD.  
 

III. SCOPE 
 

This Plan applies to all individual participants and teams within the Summer Softball 
League, which includes, without limitation, all players, coaches, officials, volunteers, City 
employees and staff. 

 
IV. DEFINITIONS 

 
A. “CCHD” shall refer and mean the Cayuga County Department of Health (“CCHD”). 
B. “CDC” shall refer and mean the government agency entitled Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention. 
C. “COVID-19” shall be defined by the CDC, which currently states that COVID-19 is a 

potentially severe respiratory illness caused by a coronavirus, which is characterized by 
fever, coughing, and shortness of breath. 

D. “Employees” shall mean all employees of the City of Auburn, including, without 
limitation, full-time, part-time, temporary or seasonal employees. 

E. “Face Coverings”: shall mean any well-secured paper or cloth (like a bandana or scarf) 
that covers your nose and mouth and includes, without limitation, cloth masks and N95 
masks. The CDC requires that face coverings:  

  
  • fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face  

• be secured with ties or ear loops  
• include multiple layers of fabric  
• allow for breathing without restriction  
• be able to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape, 
if they are non-disposable. 

 
F. “NYS DOH”: shall refer and mean the New York State Department of Health. 
G. “Participants:” shall refer and mean to all individuals covered under the Scope of this 

Plan, who shall include, without limitation, all players, coaches, officials, volunteers, City 
employees and staff.   

 
H. “PPE”: shall mean personal protective equipment, which includes, but is not limited to, 

face coverings, gloves, gowns, shields, and any other equipment necessary to protect an 
individual from potential exposure to coronavirus and COVID-19. 
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I. “Social Distancing”: shall be defined by the CDC, which currently means physical 
distancing or keeping space between individuals of at least six (6) feet apart. 

J. “Field” or “Site”: shall refer and mean all property and grounds of the City of Auburn, 
which are owned or used by the City for its Summer Softball League.  

K. “Visitors” or “Spectators”: shall mean any individuals who are not covered under the 
Scope of this Plan and include, without limitation, all individuals who are not 
participants, coaches or officials, in the Summer Softball League or City of Auburn. 

 
V. RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEAGUE TEAMS 

 
League Team captains, coaches and officials shall review and be familiar with this Plan. They 
shall distribute this Plan to all participants and shall set a good example by complying with the 
Plan at all times. This includes, but is not limited to, practicing good hygiene and safety practices 
to prevent the spread of the virus. Captains, coaches and officials shall encourage this same 
behavior from all employees. 
 

VI. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
Participants shall read, review and acknowledge receipt of this Plan by duly executing the 
Acknowledgement set forth herein and accompanying waivers and hold harmless forms.  
 
Participants shall comply with this Plan in order to minimize the spread of COVID-19. This Plan 
includes, without limitation, social distancing, required PPE, cleaning and best practices, which 
are intended to provide all participants with a safe field of play.  
 
Participants shall report to their coach, captain or other League representative or official if they 
are experiencing any signs or symptoms of COVID-19, which are set forth in this Plan. 
 
If participants have any questions about this Plan or COVID-19, they must speak directly with 
their coach, captain, League representative or official. 
 
ANY VIOLATION OF THIS PLAN MAY RESULT IN THE SUSPENSION OF THE 
LEAGUE BY THE CITY. 
 
 

VII. TYPES OF PLAY ALLLOWED 
 
Effective February 1, 2021, Participants in low, moderate and higher risk sports and recreation 
activities may partake in individual or distanced group training/practices and organizing no/low 
contact group training/practices. Participants may also partake in other types of play, including 
competitions and tournaments. 
 
**For lower, moderate, and higher risk sports, travel for practice or play is prohibited outside of 
the Central New York region or outside of counties contiguous to Cayuga County. 
 
 

VIII.RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
A. FIELD SAFETY 
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1. BEFORE ARRIVING TO THE FIELD:  
 

Participants who have the following symptoms SHOULD STAY HOME: 
 

• Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Any other symptoms of COVID-19 to include: chills, body aches, sore 

throat, headache, diarrhea, nausea/vomiting, and runny nose. 
• Have been in contact with someone with COVID-19 in the last 14 days.  

  
ALL INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS WILL 
NOT BE ALLOWED TO PLAY. 

 
2. CHECK-IN: 

 
a) Participants must check-in prior to each scheduled game. At check-in they 

must: 
• Provide their full name and telephone number; 
• Provide a signed copy of the COVID-19 Waiver and Assumption 

of the Risk Form; and 
• Show either that they have a face covering or be provided with 

one. 
b) Upon arrival and check-in, all players must disinfect and clean their hands. 

This practice should be followed inning by inning on returning to the 
bench from defensive position in the field and if you come up to bat.  

 
B. SOCIAL DISTANCING 
 

In order to reduce the number of participants on the field and surrounding grounds, and to 
reduce density of gatherings, the following directives must be adhered to: 

 
1. Six-Foot Distance:  
 

Participants shall be socially distanced at 6’ apart.  
 

If social distance cannot be maintained, participants must wear a face covering.  
 
If social distancing measures are not maintained and facemasks are not used, then 
the City may suspend the League.. 

 
2. No Congratulatory Touching: Participants are prohibited from shaking hands, 

giving high fives, bumping of fists or elbows, or other congratulatory physical 
touching for any reason prior to, during, or subsequent to the end of the game.  

 
C. GATHERINGS LIMITS 
 

1. Capacity Limits:  No more than 50% capacity is allowed for a site.  
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2. Two (2) Spectators per player will be allowed at games.  

 
3. Teams playing subsequent games will remain away and off the City grounds until 

previous game has ended and the participants have left. No congregating of 
different teams is allowed.  

 
D. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 
 

1. Face Coverings: 
 

• When social distancing cannot be maintained, all participants are required 
to wear a face covering, unless players are unable to tolerate such covering 
for the physical activity (practicing, playing). 
  

• Face coverings are required, at all times, for the coaches, trainers or other 
individuals, who are not directly engaged in the activity. 
 

• Participants shall not share or exchange face coverings. 
 

• Participants shall be responsible for routinely cleaning face coverings after 
use or when soiled, and for storing face coverings. 
 

• In the event that an individual, who is required to wear a face covering, 
cannot physically wear a face covering as a result of a health condition, 
they shall inform the City so that a reasonable accommodation, such as a 
Face Shield, can be provided.  
 

• In the event of violations with this section, the City may immediately 
suspend the League from play.  
 

E. HYGIENE 
 

Participants shall comply with the hygiene and sanitation requirements as recommended 
by the CDC and NYS DOH in an effort to limit the exposure and infection rate of 
COVID-19.  
 
Participants shall bring to all games the supplies necessary to properly wash and sanitize 
their hands. In the event that they fail to do so or fail to request such supplies from the 
City, the League will be suspended. 
 
In addition, participants shall comply with the following rules: 

 
1. Hand Washing: Participants shall: 
 

a) Wash their hands with soap and water for at least twenty (20) seconds 
before and after being on the site; 
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b) Use an alcohol-based hand rub or sanitizer to sanitize their hands while 
they are on site and, if unable to wash their hands; 

 
c) Wash or sanitize hands before and after eating, after using bathroom 

facilities and when hands are visibly soiled. 
 

2. Coughing and Sneezing: Participants shall cover their mouth and nose with a 
tissue when coughing or sneezing, or, if a tissue is unavailable, then they shall use 
the inside of their elbow.  

 
3. Face Touching: Participants should avoid touching their eyes, nose, or mouth with 

unwashed hands. 
 

4. Sick Individuals: Participants shall avoid close contact or contact of less than six 
(6) feet with others who are sick or appear to be sick.  

 
5. Reporting: Participants shall immediately report to their coach, captain or League 

official in the event that they feel sick or feel the symptoms referenced herein. 
 
F. CLEANING AND DISINFECTING OF EQUIPMENT 
 

Participants shall bring supplies needed to properly clean and disinfect all surfaces and 
equipment used during games. In the event that they fail to do so or fail to request such 
supplies from the City, the League will be suspended. 

 
Participants are required to clean and disinfect all surfaces and equipment used during 
games in order to reduce the transmission and spread of COVID-19. This includes: 
  
1. Surfaces:  At the beginning and end of every game, participants are required to 

wipe down, clean and disinfect all surfaces used or touched by them or others 
who have used or been in contact with the area of use. This includes, without 
limitation, the following surface areas: 

 
• Benches or Chairs; 
• Tables; or 
• Base plates 

 
2. Shared Equipment: Players must not share equipment, which includes, without 

limitation: 
• Bats; 
• Gloves; 
• Water bottles; 
• Other Equipment. 

 
If equipment must be shared, then it must be disinfected each and every time prior 
to the next person using it.  

 
3. Softballs: The home team is responsible for supplying two (2) balls for game. 

Umpires shall be prohibited from touching any softballs. When a ball goes out of 
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play (homerun or foul ball), the home team will be responsible for putting extra 
ball back into play.  

 
G.  CONTACT TRACING 
 

Participant Registry or Log: The League is required to screen and maintain a log or 
registry of the names, telephone numbers, dated and times of all participants playing in 
the Summer Softball League as set forth herein in Section A(2). The City’s screening 
form to be used is set forth herein at Schedule A.  
 
This log will be used to provide information for tracing purposes to the CCHD or NYS 
DOH in the event of a possible exposure to COVID-19. The League shall provide weekly 
records to the Department of Public Works. 

 
H. POSITIVE CASES 
 

1. All suspected or confirmed COVID-19 positive case individuals should not be 
participating in the Summer Softball League. Said individuals should not attempt 
to participate or return to the League until the criteria to discontinue home 
isolation are met and they are authorized by their local health care provider and 
the CCHD to do so.  

 
2. Following the identification of a positive case, the City and its employees shall 

follow all of the State and Federal laws and recommended CDC, NYS DOH and 
CCHD guidelines. This includes the following: 

 
a) Suspension of the League: In order to reduce the transmission and spread 

of COVID-19, the City reserves the right to suspend the League and 
cancel all games, without a refund of payment to teams, in the event that 
any of the participants are identified as suspected or confirmed positive for 
COVID-19.  

b) Cleaning: The City shall immediately close the site used by the positive or 
suspected positive individual and assess the area for potential 
contamination. 
Any and all potentially contaminated areas shall be immediately cleaned 
and disinfected with products recommended or approved by the CDC, 
NYS DOH or CCHD.  The individuals performing this cleaning and 
disinfecting shall use all necessary PPE to clean and disinfect safely, 
without further risk of exposure and contamination.  

c) Tracing: The City shall immediately work with the CCHD to determine 
who had close contacts with the suspected or confirmed positive case 
individual, in order to trace all contacts within the workplace. The City 
shall further direct quarantine of employees, where advised to do so by the 
NYS DOH and CCHD 

 
 

Any violation of these protocols may result in immediate suspension of the league.  
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All participants must acknowledge receipt of and agree to adhere to the above referenced 
Plan by signing and returning this Plan to the Auburn Recreation Department before the 
season begins.   
 
All participants are required to sign a Waiver and Assumption of Risk attached hereto as 
Schedule B before each game or the player(s) will not be allowed to play.  
 
 
ACKNOWLEDMENT 
 

I hereby acknowledge that I have received a copy of the City of Auburn Summer Softball 
COVID-19 Safety Plan, which outlines the rules, regulations, procedures, practices, and 
standards, of the City of Auburn for the operation of its summer softball league during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
I further acknowledge that I have read, or will read the contents of the Summer Softball 
COVID-19 Safety Plan and will contact my coach, captain or League official if I have any 
questions. 

 
I agree to abide by the policies, procedures, rules and regulations outlined in the Summer 
Softball COVID-19 Safety Plan. I understand that failure to abide by the policies and 
procedures available in the COVID-19 Safety Plan may result in my expulsion from the 
League and the immediate suspension of the League entirely. 
 

 

 
Name (please print) Team Name (please print) 

 
 

 
Signature Coach /Team Official 

 
 

 
Date of Signature Date of Signature 
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SCHEDULE A 
 

City of Auburn Screening 
 

 
Symptoms: 
 
Fever Greater than 100.4   Yes No  Actual Temp________ 
 
Cough      Yes No 
 
Shortness of Breath    Yes No 
 
Nasal/Head Congestion   Yes No 
 
Nausea/Vomiting/Diarrhea   Yes No 
 
If Yes to any of the above, how long have you had these symptoms________________ 
 
Do you have an exposure risk to COVID-19  Yes No 
 
If Yes, What is your exposure risk__________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City Employee Completing Report__________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Name: Date: Time:  
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City of Auburn Screening Log  
 
Date________ 
 

Name Time Symptoms 
Please Mark 
“N” or “Y” 
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SCHEDULE B 
 

WAIVER AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK  
 
 

I, ______________________ of __________________________________ , hereby fully waive 
and release the City of Auburn, having its principal place of business at Memorial City Hall, 24 
South Street, Auburn, New York (the “Releasee”), from any and all claims for personal injury, 
property damage, or death that may result from my participation in the following physical 
activities: 
 
Any and all activities (the “Activities”) in connection with use of Falcon Park or Casey 
Park Facilities. 
 
I hereby voluntarily, at my own risk, sign this Waiver and Assumption of Risk in sole 
consideration of being permitted to participate in the Activities. By signing this Waiver and 
Assumption of Risk, I fully assume the dangers and risks, and agree to use my best judgment 
while engaging in the Activities. 
 
I hereby affirm that I have not been diagnosed with, demonstrated any symptoms of or have, in 
any way been exposed to any communicable diseases (including, without limitation, the virus 
commonly known as coronavirus, which can cause COVID-19) within the past thirty (30) days; 
 
I hereby acknowledge that I am aware that by entering the premises and participating in the 
Activities that there are risks to me and to those with whom I interact of exposure, directly or 
indirectly, to communicable disease(s) including, but not limited to the virus “severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS CoV-2)”, “COVID-19” and/or any mutation of 
variation thereof. 
 
I hereby acknowledge and understand that there are dangers and risks associated with the 
Activities described herein, which have been fully explained to me. I hereby agree to abide by all 
safety, rules, instructions, policies and procedures imposed by the City of Auburn relating to the 
Activities. I further hereby agree to abide by any and all restrictions and regulations imposed the 
State of New York, County of Cayuga, the New York State Department of Health and the 
Cayuga County Health Department. 
 
I hereby voluntarily agree to RELEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE, and COVENANT NOT TO 
SUE, on behalf of myself or on behalf of others with whom I interact, the City of Auburn, its 
employees, agents, officers, or representatives (the “Releasees”) from and against any and all 
liability to the undersigned, their personal representative, assigns, heirs, and/or next of kin, for 
any and all loss or damage, and any claim or demands therefor, incurred as a result of or in any 
manner related to my participation in the Activities, whether caused by the negligence or the 
Releasees or otherwise. I hereby agree to Indemnify and save and hold harmless the Releasees 
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and each of them from any loss, liability, damage or cost they may incur arising out of or related 
to my illness or death, weather caused by the negligence of the Releasees or otherwise. 
 
I hereby certify that I am of legal age and competent to execute this Waiver and Assumption of 
Risk on behalf of myself and any minor that I am a parent or guardian of who may accompany 
me. I hereby certify that I am executing this document by my own free will and accord, 
voluntarily and without duress, and that I do so intending to bind myself and those I am signing 
on behalf of, as well as, any executors, heirs, and administrators or assigns to the fullest extent. 
I have read and understood the foregoing, and acknowledge my consent to the terms of this 
Waiver. 
 
 
Dated: _______________ _____, 2021  
 
 
Name: _______________________________  
 
Address______________________________ 
 
Telephone (        )_______________________ 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian (if participant is under the age of 18) 
 
 
Witness:____________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


